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gallery or tunnel into the side of the hill.
Anthracite is generally used for heating
dwellings, and it is now to quite an extent
employed in the manufacture of illuminat-
ing gas. It burns with little or no flame and
without smoke, but it produces an intense
heat.
Bituminous Coal. Bituminous coal is
often known as soft coal. It contains much
more bituminous matter than anthracite and
is much softer; many varieties of it burn
with considerable flame and produce a dense
black smoke caused by the unconsumed
carbon escaping into the air. This coal is
found upon the western slope of the Ap-
palachian Mountains, and the fields extend
westward as far as the Mississippi River.
The great coal fields of Ohio, West Virginia,
Indiana and Illinois contain bituminous coal
measures. Bituminous coal is much more
extensively distributed than anthracite and
is mined in much larger quantities. It is
used on locomotives, in the manufacture of
coke and for many other industrial purposes.
Cannel Coal is a variety of bituminous
coal which is very compact and which when
lighted, burns from one end of the lump
like a candle; hence its name. It is desirable
for burning in open grates.
Lignite. This is the most recently formed
coal, is usually of a brown color and con-
 erally distributed over the earth. In Europe
the leading coal producing countries are
Great Britain, Germany, France, Austria,
Belgium and Russia. The Russian fields are
the most extensive on the Continent, but
they have not been fully developed. In
Asia coal is found in India, China, Japan
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The portion cut from the anthracite cube
represents the quantity already mined.

and the Malay Archipelago. It is supposed
that the coal fields of China are the mozt
extensive in the world, but as yet this is
not known to be true. As far as dis-
covered, the coal fields of Africa are in the
southern part of the continent, in Cape
Colony and the vicinity of the Zambesi River.
There are also valuable coal fields in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand and the Philippine
Islands, and profitable mines have been
opened in Mexico, Argentina and Chile.
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tains more or less earthy matter. It is found
in the coal measures west of the Mississippi
River, and important mines have been opened
in North Dakota, Montana and a number
of states in the Rocky Mountains, Because of
the scarcity of other fuel in these localities,
lignite is of considerable local value, though
its impurities render it useless for manu-
facturing purposes, and it does not burn
as readily or produce as intense heat as either
of the other varieties described.
Where It Is Found.    Coal is quite gen-
 As far as it is known the coal measures
of the United States far exceed in area those
of any other country. Altogether, they in-
clude over 300,000 square miles, or an area
of more than six times the size of the state
of Ohio. These coal fields are distributed
as shown on the map herewith.
The coal measures of Canada are geolog-
ically extensions of those in the United
States. The most important fields are in
Nova Scotia and British Columbia. These
fields yield a high grade of bituminous coal.

